EVENTING

Prather Tackles A Tough Course

At Rebecca Farm

Joshua A. Walker

In her first year riding
advanced, Kelly Prather con-
tinued to shine in Kalispell,

Mont., where she rode
Ballinakill Glory to the

CICEW victory, duly 2629, 4 NuT, _

at The Event At Rebecca Farm.
She’'d also won an advanced ,g/
division at Woodside (Calif.)
and finished second in
the Galway Downs CIC***-W
(Calif.) earlier this year.

At Rebecca Farm, their dres-
sage score of 47.8 started them
at the top of the 14-horse field,
where they'd ultimately stay
despite incurring penalties
in cross-country and show
jumping. But no one finished
on a dressage score—not even
close.

“We've been going to
Rebecca Farm for the last
three years now, and the
courses usually seem pretty
tough,” said Prather, 23, of
Capt. Mark Phillips’ cross-
country courses and Richard
Jeffery’s  show  jumping
courses.

“They're a different style,
and | thought they rode pretty
well,” she added. “I didn't get
to watch a lot of rides, but the
time seemed a bit hard to
make. It was a three-star
though, and | thought it was
fair enough. You really had to
think on your feet.”

Prather was concerned
about how her 8-year-old mare
might handle the notorious
Booby Trap mounds. On her
way to the start box, Prather
decided to take the advice
of her coach of 13 years and
the horse’s owner, Andrea
Pfeiffer, and take the option
around the grassy knolls.
Though it cost her 12.4

Kelly Prather and Ballinakill
Glory won the CIC-W***
division at Rebecca Farm.
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time faults, “Pippa’s” big stride ate up the rest
of the course.

“l felt like she was flying and popping
off the ground perfectly,” Prather said. “If we
had to do [the Booby Trap] | think she would

have done it by the way she was

feeling.”

Prather also played it safe in

the show jumping. “I took my

@ time a little bit,” she said,

“but I thought it was one of

the best courses I've jumped

around, and [Pippa] jumped
amazingly!”

Though they brought 6 time

faults across the finish, only one rail

fell, making theirs the best show jumping
score in the division.

Prather said she feels four-star prowess in
Pippa. The Irish Sport Horse she found and
brought home five years ago after working and
riding in Ireland for a couple of years has
seemed to take everything in perfect stride. A
very grateful Prather said Andrea and her
husband James Pfeiffer were generous enough
to back the purchase sight unseen.

“[Four-star] is always the goal, and I'd love
to do it with her. She’s loved this since the day
we started jumping her as a 4-year-old,”
Prather said. “She truly does love the job and
has always been a pleasure to ride.”

Prather, of Petaluma, Calif., plans to trek
to the East Coast with Pippa to train with
Bruce Davidson and contest the Fair Hill
CCI*** (Md.) in October.

» Accepting Faults

The CCI** courses weren't to be taken
lightly either. Canadian Hawley Bennett cap-
tured that victory aboard SplendoroftheSun
and shared similar sentiments as Prather
about the show jumping track.

“As eventers, we need to
practice our show jumping,”
she said. “The competition is
getting tougher, and yes, it
was a tough course, but
that’s no excuse. I'm really
just speaking on my behalf,
but it was a bit of a wake-up
call.”

She also rode her
advanced partner Livingston
in the CIC***-W and chalked
up an unusually tall order of
faults—20 each on cross-
country and show jumping.

But her two-star horses
turned the weekend around
for Bennett. “It was the
longest either of my [two-star]
horses have ever [been] rid-
den, but they both found their
rhythm and | was very proud
of them,” said Bennett, whose
young horse Gin N’ Juice also
finished fourth.

She described Splendor-
ofthesun as “Mr. Consistent”
through dressage. “He was a
little fired up this weekend. 1
don’t think he’s ever been this
fit. It was the first time | really
had to try to keep it together,”
she said. “When we warmed up
in the morning he was a bit of
a firecracker.”

They managed a score of
54.2 and advanced to cross-
country standing second.

“Sunny” galloped cleanly
and 15 seconds fast as the first
ride of the division. This year,
Phillips added one of the
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Hawley Bennett and
SplendoroftheSun

bounced around Rebecca Farm’s
cross-country course without a
hitch to earn the CCI** victory.

Booby Trap mounds to the CCI**
course. It led to a brush fence
followed four strides later by a
corner. The option, however, led
around the mound to a skinny
then to the corner.

Bennett, of Langley, B.C.,
contemplated this particular
combination heavily during her
course walks. And when it came
down to it, she drew the line
perfectly through the direct
route. “It was a big question to
look at and a bit intimidating. |
was first out, but he was feeling
good so thought I'd give it a try,”
she said.

Monthly show jumping work
with Buck Davidson proved
invaluable to Bennett and Sunny
over Sunday’s show jumping
course. While Anne Carr and
Safari had a tight fist around the
lead all weekend, three rails became one too
many.

“I had the last two rails down and actually
thought | had lost places,” Bennett said. “I
didn’t really know | had won!”

While she only just picked up the ride on
the 11-year-old Thoroughbred last summer,
she hopes he’ll become her next four-star
horse. “But we'll just take it a day at a time,”
she said.

She’s also been considering Sunny for the
Olympics on the Canadian team next year.
With owners like Pamela and John Hudson,
she said, these aspirations always seem
attainable.

“They are so into eventing and are
always cheering and encouraging. They're
good people for our sport,” she said.

(Anthony Trollope/StockimageServices.com Photo)

® He Has The Edge

With show jumping rails still falling left
and right across the divisions, Mar De Amor
decided it was up to him to show the CIC*
crew how it’s done. And who better to demon-
strate than an ex-show jumper crowned 2005
U.S. Equestrian Federation 5-year-old Jumper
of the Year for Zone 10.

Leigh Mesher was thrilled that her now
7-year-old Selle Francais’ first FEI-level event
went off without a hitch. She admitted that
transitioning him to eventing was “kind of a
gamble,” but the 16.2-hand bay has proven
himself time and time again since Mesher
started bringing him along from training
level.

When her jump coach Patrick Schneider
saw “De Niro” flying around the jumper

courses on the HITS Desert Circuit in Indio
(Calif.) in 2005, he immediately asked previous
owner John Endicott if the horse was for sale.
When he got the affirmative answer, Mesher
got the horse.

“He’s got a really good mind and
really good heart,” Mesher said. “He’s also
very bold and brave and doesn’t ask
questions. If | can get him there in a good
distance, he’ll figure out what he needs
to do.”

She was slightly on edge about keep-

ing him collected for the chevrons and
skinnies, but he never hesitated.

“On every cross-country course I've ever
ridden with him he likes to jump the first
fence, take off bucking with me for the second
and then get down to business,” Mesher said.
“He’s so proud of himself when he knows he’s
doing a good job.”

In the dressage ring Mesher said he acts
like a big horse, which makes for a challenge.
“It can be harder to bring him down and make
him more rideable for me, but he’s really start-
ing to come along with his collection work,”
Mesher said.

They left the dressage ring in second place
and remained there after cross-country, 6.5
faults from the blue.

Those striped rails in the show jumping
had nothing to fear under De Niro’s hooves
while he did what he knows best. Division lead-
ers Dante and Alexis Bramley couldn’t match
the flawless ride. Two rails fell with 2 seconds
too many, and the top spot switched hands.

Mesher’s now-retired advanced horse, My
Beau, once ran at the four-star level under
Amy Tryon. But can Mar De Amor reach
advanced next?

“You always hope your best horses will get
you to the top and maybe even on a team,”
Mesher said. “But that’s my goal with him. If
he continues down the path he’s on now, |
really think he’s got an edge to get there. |
don’t think I've ever sat on a horse like him.”

She hopes to contest De Niro in a two-star
this fall.

® From Cutting To Jumping

On the other hand, the CCI* winner,
Haida’s Fancy Package, doesn’'t compete a lot.
But this year, he redeemed his second-placed
finish from last year’s Rebecca Farm. Piloted
by two-time Canadian Olympian Therese

THE EVENT AT REBECCA FARM
Kalispell, Mont.—July 26-29

CIC-W***
HORSE/RIDER DRESSAGE CROSS-COUNTRY SHOW JUMPING TOTAL
Jump/Time Jump/Time

1. Ballinakill Glory/Kelly Prather 47.8 0/12.4 4/6 70.2
2. El Primero/Sara Mittleider 58.5 0/12.8 8/4 83.3
3. The Alchemist/Debbie Rosen 66.7 0/10.4 8/9 94.1
4. Estrella/Andrea Baxter 731 0/6.4 16/2 975
5. The Gingerbread Man/Christian Eagles 79.3 0/8.0 12/0 99.3
6. Candy/David Koss 57.4 0/8.4 32/2 99.8

Also competed: 7. Livingstone/H. Bennett, 105.4; 8. Corner Street/E. Spohr, 107.0; 9. Chaos Theory/T. Smith, 110.1; 10. Simply

Larry/H. Cohen, 171.5.

Retired on cross-country: Tambo Unico/J. Johnson. Eliminated in show jumping: Vapor Trail/D. White; Balabooga Brawley/G.

Stritzel; Ben Cruise/D. Koss.

CCl*~*
HORSE/RIDER DRESSAGE CROSS-COUNTRY SHOW JUMPING TOTAL
Jump/Time Jump/Time
1. SplendoroftheSun/Hawley Bennett 54.2 0/0 8/0 62.2
2. Internet/Emily Hansen-Palmus 55.6 0/0 8/0 63.6
3. Safari/Anne Carr 51.7 0/0 12/0 63.7
4. Gin N Juice/Hawley Bennett 60.4 0/0 8/0 68.4
5. Oliver/Weslee Wroe 64.0 0/4.4 0/0 68.4
6. Catch A Star/Rachel Dwyer 65.0 0/0 4/0 69.0
7. Paddington/Ali Holmes-Smith 62.9 0/6.0 4/0 72.9
8. Warrick/Kerry Johnston 69.0 0/3.6 8/0 80.6
9. Jack Of Hearts/Noel Clark 69.2 0/0 12/9 90.2
10. Gem Dandy/Tamra Smith 733 20/12.4 8/0 113.7

Also competed: 11. A La Mode/M. Decher, 119.3.

Withdrawn before cross-country: Tasman Sea/C. Kozak; Reddie Noble/C. Eagles. Eliminated on cross-country: Master Of
Ceremony/A. Sparks. Retired on cross-country: Spectacular Ways/L. Mesher.
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Washtock, he pinched the blue ribbon in the
final phase from Chesterland, Washtock’s
other ride in the long-format division.

Rails fell through every show jumping trip
in the division, but “Haida” stepped out of the
ring with one of the least-littered rounds.

“It was a fairly complicated course,”
Washtock explained, “with tough distances,
and it was set at a very solid height.”

Haida and Washtock had set off strong
in second place after dressage. Though
both horses finished cross-country without
fault and within 2 seconds of one another,
Haida had incurred 3.2 time faults on steeple-
chase.

So while Haida caught two rails in the
show jumping, Washtock wasn’t too worried
since her closest competition was herself.
Chesterfield’s greenness showed, however,
and with 16 faults, he'd have to settle for
second place while Haida led the victory
gallop.

“He’s new to prelim this year,” Washtock
explained of Chesterfield. “He’s still lacking
the experience, but | also feel like he’ll be
ready to move up to intermediate soon.”

So it wasn't too much of a blow to
Chesterfield’s pride to have a 14.2-hand
Quarter Horse gallop away with the prize.
Especially since jumping seems to be wee
Haida’s forte. “As much as he’s a lazy laidback
fellow in general, he’s very enthusiastic about
jumping and especially eventing,” Washtock
assured.

Neither she nor Haida’s first rider, Heather
Blomgren, who organizes the Johvale Horse
Trials in British Columbia, realized in the
beginning that this petite powerhouse had
hops.

“Her boyfriend actually
started him out as a cutting
horse,” Washtock said.

Washtock worked with
him and took care of his
expenses for Blomgren for a
year so she could compete on
him. “She’d run her event but
never got a chance to ride,”
said Washtock.

The more Washtock and
Blomgren rode him, the better
his jumping got. But then
came a tragic halt to
Blomgren’s career with him
when a green horse sent her to
the hospital with a shattered
ankle that required seven pins
and four plates to patch.

Haida went up for sale as
Washtock took over the full-
time ride and brought him up
to preliminary. Charles Fipke,

Therese Washtock piloted
the 14.2-hand Haida’s Fancy
Package to the CCI* victory
at Rebecca Farm.
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who is one of Washtock’s clients and a race

horse proprietor, became Haida’s new owner.

“Horses are absolutely Mr. Fipke’s life, and
Haida is no exception. He really loves this
horse,” Washtock said.

Haida’s day job, which he also loves,
includes packing Fipke’s grandkids and friends
around and just enjoying family life.

“Haida has gone intermediate, but | think
he’s perfectly happy at one-star level,” said
Washtock.

Chesterland, on the other hand, is helping
Washtock qualify for a two-star this year,
which was why she chose to contest the CCI
at Rebecca Farm. She would have shot
for qualification earlier at Galway (Calif.)
or Twin Rivers (Calif.) if it hadn't been
for a back injury that kept her out of the
saddle.

But this 8-year-old homebred Thorough-
bred-Warmblood (Wild Night—Annie) may be
one of the horses Washtock’s eyeing to go
advanced. He was named after Washtock'’s first
international CCI competition in 1983.

“He’s one of my absolute favorites. I'm
hoping to have him for awhile,” she said.
KALISPELL, MT—=JULY 26-29.

JUDGES: Eric Smiley, Jim Graham, Loris Henry, Eric Noel, Sally
O’Connor, Janis Linnan, Francis O'Reilly, Mary Fowler, Joanna
Herrigstad.

TECHNICAL DELEGATES: Gretchen Butts, Cindy DePorter, Wendy
Wergeles.

A CCI* - 1. Haida's Fancy Package, T. Washtock, 63.3; 2.
Chesterland, T. Washtock, 64.6; 3. Galileo, C. Austerman, 72.4.
A CIC* - 1. Mar De Amor, L. Mesher, 50.3; 2. Dante, A. Bramley,
54.8; 3. R-Star, K. Nunnink, 57.6. A Open Int. - 1. My Sedona, C.
Marvin, 48.1; 2. Last Call, A. Knowles, 50.4; 3. Upper Crust D, A.
Collier-McGreevy, 51.8. A Open Prel., Div. 1 - 1. Finn MacCool, R.
Lee, 37.2; 2. Kona Sunset, K. Freed, 41.1; 3. Las Trampas, J.
Philpott, 42.7. A Open Prel., Div. 2 - 1. Bewitched, W. Shapiro,
36.9; 2. Ril-la, K.B. Wood, 37.9; 3. Danny California, K. Nunnink,
39.4. A Jr. Open Prel. - 1. Merlin, A. Lindley, 31.7; 2. Bonza Twist
Of Fate, A. Knowles, 37.6; 3. Osito, A. Orr, 42.6. A Sr. Open Trg.,
Div. 1 - 1. Tie, Independence, N. Ayers & TC Royale, K. O'Neal,

30.0; 3. Drummer, K. Cyr, 32.4. A Sr. Open Trg., Div. 2 - 1. Louis
Vuitton, R. Skinner, 30.5; 2. A Knight's Tale, R. Tingdale, 33.7; 3.

Syncotina, E. Peterson, 37.4. A Sr. Open Trg., Div. 3 - 1. Proper
Precaution, L. Clemetson, 28.4; 2. Tie, Nicely Dun, S. Goodman &
Banner, M. Edsall, 31.6. A Sr. Open Trg., Div. 4 - 1. Lakota, A.
Perkiel, 22.6; 2. Wondaree Skite, A. Vines, 29.1; 3. Wyatt Russian,
S. Flynn, 31.1. A Jr. Open Trg., Div. 1 - 1. Valeria, A. Geser, 30.8;
2. Merry-Go-Round, B. Healey, 35.6; 3. Rhythmic Drum, R.
Ingebrigtsen, 41.1. A Jr. Open Trg., Div. 2 - 1. Saint Touche C, K.
Wright, 29.0; 2. Butter Il, T. Leatherman, 32.6; 3. Pop Star, L. Snow,
33.0. A Sr. Open Nov., Div. 1 - 1. Andiamo, S. Steiner, 29.0; 2. Tie,
Hungarian Vision, S. Rashke & Zephyrus, M. Pestl, 33.2. A Sr.
Open Nov., Div. 2 - 1. Tie, Count Louder, S. Sellmer & Macchiato,
E. Morganthaler, 35.8; 3. Kilpatrick, C. Lippon, 36.3. A Sr. Open
Nov., Div. 3 - 1. What's Up, S. Keppner, 22.6; 2. Tie, Santarae, L.
Leslie & Aliado, L. Hanson, 25.8. A Sr. Open Nov., Div. 4 - 1. Ideal
Life, S. Elliott, 27.9; 2. Escalade, N. Clark, 28.4; 3. Louie, S.
Waterman, 29.0. A Jr. Open Nov., Div. 1 - 1. Third Times The
Charm, N. Janecek, 35.1; 2. Rise And Shine, S. Clancy, 38.7; 3.
Gibbous, K. Morris, 39.0. A Jr. Open Nov,, Div. 2 - 1. lleana, A.
Kuykendall, 28.4; 2. My Kona Boy, B. Bayley, 37.7; 3. Divine
Horizon, C. Accaregui, 37.9. A 4-Yr.-Old YEH - 1. Cyr, S. Haff,
72.83; 2. Zephyrus, 71.41; 3. Ideal Life, 69.66. A 5-Yr.-Old YEH -
1. The North Wind, N. Roche, 76.47; 2. Miles Away, M. Pestl, 76.08;
3. Point And Shoot, A. Gerlicher, 75.14.

St. Johns Horse Trials

ST. JOHNS, AZ—JUNE 23-24.
JUDGE: Janis Linnan.
TECHNICAL DELEGATE: Vicki Rauwolf.

A Open Prel. - 1. Invictus, M. Nydes, 36.67; 2. Red Hawk’s
Remington, S. Phillips, 37.67; 3. The Chancellor, J. Horton, 39.78.
A Prel. Rider - 1. More Magic, A. Hickmott, 54.14. A Open Trg. -
1. Wondaree Skite, A. Vines, 29.00; 2. Le Corbeau, J. Horton, 41.00;
3. The Matrix, B. Crabo, 58.20. A Sr. Trg. Rider - 1. Fuzzy Puppy, A.
McCloskey, 36.00; 2. Smoke Signal, K. Marshall, 79.60; 3. Laddy O
Dublin, M. Mignon, 117.50. A Jr. Trg. Rider - 1. Wheeler Peak, E.
Brown, 47.00. A Open Nov. - 1. Black Watch, L. Borghesani, 52.00;
2. Cerveza, G. Hardt, 54.50; 3. Abby, D. Krause-Spangler, 78.50.
A Sr. Nov. Rider - 1. C My Boss, M. Hall, 30.50; 2. Donnika, S.
Atcheson, 38.50; 3. Amanda G, B. Gammiill, 39.50. A Jr. Nov. Rider
- 1. Smudge, M. McLaughlin, 35.40; 2. Manja My Main Man, L.
Nydes, 37.50; 3. Glenmary Gin Fizz, W. Lewicki, 45.00. A Open
Beg. Nov. - 1. Bounce About, M. Davidson, 55.05; 2. Nevada, M.
Johansen, 55.12; 3. White Lies, J. Horton, 56.29. A Sr. Beg. Nov.
Rider - 1. Rocket Man, T. Montgomery, 37.37; 2. Mr. Fun, LJ.
Aguilera, 43.45; 3. Sabre, A. Wilson, 43.66. A Jr. Beg. Nov. Rider -
1. Vivace, C. Kelly, 61.96; 2. Northern Lights, C. Parker, 68.38; 3.
PWA Sea Sea Ryder, S. Loftis, 93.16. A Pre-Comp. - 1. My Spy,
Laura L'Heureux, 36.21; 2. Bravo, H. Guidotti, 50.32; 3. Earth & Sky,
A. Whipple, 51.98. A Jr. Pre-Comp. - 1. Durango Joe, M. Smith,
67.09.

Shepherd Ranch SYVPC Horse Trials

SANTA YNEZ, CA-JUNE 22-24.
JUDGES: Bonita Baumgartner, Heather Cocklan, UIf Wadeborn.
TECHNICAL DELEGATE: Anne Ryan.

A Open Prel. - 1. Ballingowan Miller, J.M. Durr, 30.1; 2. Miner’s
Dream, K. Mircetic, 43.3; 3. Whitaker, R. Waldman, 52.0. A Open
Trg. - 1. Colby, G. Economou, 30.5; 2. Winds Calida, G. Bender,
31.5; 3. Ay-Carumba, W. Tucker, 33.5. A Trg. Rider - 1. Lady Grey,
C. Goldman, 35.0; 2. Catch Of The Day, C. Bearden, 36.5; 3.
Princess And The Pea, M. Cleary, 37.0. A Open Nov. - 1. Cronos,
G. Bender, 34.0; 2. Bailey, K. Young, 35.5; 3. Mitah Tsikiw, A. Excell-
Brady, 36.0. A Nov. Rider, Div. 1 - 1. Oxford Mills, P. Cava, 28.5; 2.
Swiss Detail, L. Paine, 34.5; 3. Montana Gold, E. Murphy, 35.0.
A Nov. Rider, Div. 2 - 1. Big Red, E. Cannon, 34.0; 2. Macchiato,
E. Morganthaler, 38.0; 3. Dino lll, L. Fee, 39.5. A Open Beg. Nov.
- 1. Jeffersonn, D. Robbins, 37.9; 2. Callalilly, C. Pettit, 43.2; 3.
Marge The Barge, C. Bell, 44.5. A Beg. Nov., Div. 1 - 1. Good Luck,
J. Hannaman, 36.3; 2. Trick Or Treat, A. Johnson, 38.4; 3. Obie, J.
Levitan, 39.0. A Beg. Nov., Div. 2 - 1. Caught Red Handed, J.
Burkemper, 35.8; 2. RR Baileys ‘N’ Cream, T. Miller, 37.9; 3. Tucker,
K. Carter, 41.1.

Fox River Valley Pony Club

BARRINGTON HILLS, IL-JUNE 22-24.
JUDGES: Sheila Strickler, Terri Kemp.
TECHNICAL DELEGATE: Bill Coester.

A Open Nov.,, Div. 1 - 1. Splendid Bandit, B. Posey, 29.5; 2. His
Excellency, A. Shewmake, 30.8; 3. Sierra Gold, S. Elston, 31.6.
A Open Nov., Div. 2 - 1. Seamus, C. Jones-Forsberg, 30.0; 2.
Floyd, B. Posey, 31.6; 3. Patrick, B. Contos, 32.1. A Open Nov.,
Div. 3 - 1. Koele, P. Sachs, 27.2; 2. Tall Dark And Irish, K. Boerema,
27.4; 3. Piper, M. Flanigan, 34.2. A Open Nov., Div. 4 - 1. St.
George, D. Hertrich, 31.6; 2. Legacy Laurie, L. Johnson, 34.0; 3.
Remington I, E. Lemberis, 35.3. A Open Nov,, Div. 5 - 1. Ava
Davis, K. Rozycki, 26.8; 2. Kiltie, J. Underwood, 30.0; 3. Heck If |
Know, L. Taylor, 37.9. A Open Nov,, Div. 6 - 1. Magestic Oasis, S.
Schor, 33.7; 2. Collins Choice, K. Dierks, 36.1; 3. Calliope, N.
Desmedt, 37.6. A Open Trg., Div. 1 - 1. Kashubet, R. Clark, 32.5;
2. Noble Supreme’s Command, C. Amrich, 33.0; 3. The Mighty
Quinn, F. Kapovich, 41.6. A Open Trg., Div. 2 - 1. Prufrock, M.
Mercier, 32.6; 2. Einstein, J. Wellman, 34.2; 3. Hickory Ridge, P.
Sachs, 35.3. A Open Trg., Div. 3 - 1. Pete Pickens, J. Dougherty,
25.8; 2. Garden Valley Gold, E. Nielsen, 34.0; 3. Frankie, J.
Underwood, 35.6. A Open Trg., Div. 4 - 1. Roscoe, H. Lowe, 33.7;
2. Lessons Learned, J. Meister, 36.6; 3. Legend, L. Bond, 36.8.
A Open Prel, Div. 1 - 1. Lady Hannah B, L. Lund, 37.2; 2.
Grenadier Guard, E. Hamel, 38.9; 3. Sophisticated Fun, N. Zullo,
50.7. A Open Prel, Div. 2 - 1. Clifton Peekachu, K. McMorris,
41.2; 2. Glorious Joy, J. Gill, 42.3; 3. Parker, K. Reed, 50.5.
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